River Rock Commons (RRC) Cohousing
Cohousing communities are often described as old-fashioned neighborhoods where you know the people
who live around you. River Rock is a community of singles, couples, and families living in 34
condominium units, while our Common House provides space for community meetings, social events,
and other activities. Most units are owner-occupied, and information about units for sale or rent is
available. We are legally structured as a condominium association in which each person owns their own
unit, and we share ownership of the land and common facilities. Our homeowners’ association (HOA) is
self-managed. There are about 10 cohousing communities in Colorado (Greyrock is the other cohousing
community in Fort Collins).
RRC is located next to Lee Martinez Park and within walking distance of Old Town, the city bus depot,
bike trails, and the Poudre River.
FAQ Questions and Answers below:
How long has River Rock been around?
How is your neighborhood maintained?
How would I get involved in the community?
How much are HOA (Home Owners’ Association) Dues and what do they cover?
Do you have community events?
Wow, that’s a lot of community, how much privacy do I have?
How does use of the Common House work?
What is available for children at River Rock?
Can you have pets?
Do you have any policies or guidelines?

Please come visit us! We love to show people around our neighborhood—and really, the only
way to get the feel for cohousing is to experience it in person!
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Frequently Asked Questions About River Rock
How long has River Rock been around?
Planning for River Rock began in the late 1990’s in collaboration with Wonderland Development. Units
were finished in 2000, and people began moving in. We celebrated our 10th anniversary in the spring of
2010.
How is your neighborhood maintained?
Our neighborhood has a beautiful courtyard lawn, xeriscaped edges, parking lots, and a small natural
space. We contract out some maintenance activities (lawn mowing, snowplowing, tree trimming, etc.) to
local companies, though much is accomplished through volunteer work, significantly reducing our HOA
dues. The many tasks involved – from physical outdoor work to paperwork and inside chores – are
coordinated through various RRC committees, and community workdays are scheduled throughout the
year. We volunteer for community work according to time available, interest, and abilities.
How would I get involved in the community?
RRC has many committees and clubs spanning a wide range of responsibilities and projects. Some
members are on the Social Committee, while others work on the HOA Committee. We have groups that
organize our community garden, our landscaping, and our finances. We even have a Chicken Club.
Residents are encouraged to join committees and work on projects, events, or other activities as their
time, interest, and abilities permit. We don’t have required tasks for everyone, but as a community we
work together to make our neighborhood a sustainable, vibrant place for all ages and lifestyles.
What do HOA (Home Owners’ Association) Dues cover?
HOA dues cover water, sewage, trash, natural gas, electricity for the common areas, HOA insurance,
upkeep of common areas and the exterior of the buildings, and funding of reserves for replacement and
maintenance of common property. HOA dues are determined for each home based on several factors,
including the size of the unit and the number of occupants.
Do you have community events?
River Rock has a plethora of events and activities. Many are scheduled at the Common House, which
includes shared community space with a large room for events, a small sitting room, a kitchen,
bathrooms, an exercise room, and a play space for children.
Some regularly scheduled activities include:
● Meal club (an optional activity) and / or potluck meals
● Community meetings (once- or twice-a-month business meetings provide a format for conducting
community-driven decision making)
● Yoga classes
● Chair massage
We also have celebrations, seasonal events, scavenger hunts, and more.
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Wow, that’s a lot of community, how much privacy do I have?
We respect each other’s privacy as much as we value the benefits of living in a close-knit community of
neighbors; you can have as much privacy as you like and as much social interaction as you choose.
How does use of the Common House work?
The Common House may be used for community events (meals, classes, meetings, seasonal programs
like Thanksgiving dinner, Solstice singing, etc.) as well as individual/private activities. Each resident
may use the Common House and may reserve the space.
What is available for children at River Rock?
One of our neighbors says, “River Rock is Nirvana for kids.” Our open lawn and sand play area allow
children to interact and make friends in a safe and friendly environment. Our location—just south of Lee
Martinez Park, adjacent to the Farm at Lee Martinez Park, about a block from the new Fort Collins
Museum & Discovery Science Center, and a couple blocks (still walking distance!) from the Northside
Aztlan Community Center—provides diverse opportunities for kids and families. During the summer,
neighborhood games can span the entire River Rock space and include everyone—even the adults.
Can you have pets?
Many of our residents have pets including rabbits, hamsters, dogs, cats, a tarantula, a praying mantis, and
uncountable fish. Please contact us directly with questions regarding your own lovable creatures. We
value pet owners taking complete responsibility for their pets' behavior.
Do you have any policies or guidelines?
As with any community/HOA, we have established policies and guidelines for our community. For a
good overview, please start with our Owner's Manual. We also have documents pertaining to rental
arrangements, use of the Common House and guest room, our HOA, and homeowner maintenance
responsibilities. If you have questions about any of the specific policies or guidelines, please contact us.
Getting to Know Us
If you are interested in finding out more about living at River Rock, we invite you to attend one of our
common meals, observe one or more of our business meetings, and / or meet with several households who
are happy to answer your questions. Please contact us to schedule a time to join us for a meal and a
community meeting.
Thanks
A big thank you to all the residents who worked on our documents and policies. We would also like to
acknowledge Nomad Cohousing in Boulder Colorado for their inspiriting website off of which some of
the above questions and answers are based.

Updated 5/5/11
3

